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. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

I Claims 1-4 (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A friction stir welding method for supporting a 
stacked assembly {@)-made up of a plurality of members (W1 , W2) w ith a placement 
jig (116) wh i ch is insortod in an i nsertion rooess (112) in q support j i g (11 4 ) w i th a 
c le aranc e (12 4 ) d e f i n e d th e r e b e tw ee n and w hich has a recess 44d2)-defined in an 
upper end face thereof, and embedding a probe (S)-of a friction stir welding tool f?) 
into an upper end face of said stacked assembly {@)-to friction-stir-weld said stacked 
assembly-{d), comprising the step of 

displacing said support j i g (1 1 4 ) i n sa i d ins e rtion r e c e ss (112) i n a d i rection to 
br i ng th e c e nt e r of s a id r e c e ss (132) of said placement jig ^44€ ^in a direction to bring 
the center of said recess into alignment with the center of said probe {S)-when said 
probe (S)-is rotated and embedded into the upper end face of said stacked assembly 
(§)-toward said recess (132) of said placement jig (116) to friction-stir-weld said 
stacked assembly {6)-over said recess (132) . 

6. (Currently Amended) A friction stir welding jig (110) f or friction-stir-welding 
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a stacked assembly <§)-made up of a plurality of members (W1, W2) , comprising: 

a probe of a friction stir welding tool to friction-stir-weld said stacked assembly 

from an upper end face thereof: 

a placement jig (44€>-having a recess f1^2>-defined in an upper end face 
thereof, for placing said stacked assembly 46^thereon: and. 

a support jig displacably supporting said placement \\q in a direction to bring 
the center of said recess into alignment with the center of said probe d 1 4 ) h a ving an 
i ns e rt i on rocoss (112) d e fin e d th e re i n for i ns e rt i ng sa i d p l acem e nt j i g (1 16) th e r ei n; 

CITTCr 

an el ast i c body (130) i nt e rposed b e tw e en sa i d support j i g (11 4 ) and a portion 

of sa i d plaoemont j i g (1 16) wh i ch i s i ns e rted i n said i nsertion roooss (112) w i th a 
c le aranc e (12 4 ) d e f i n e d th e r e b e tw ee n . 

Claims 7-10 (Cancelled) 
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